


“By indirections, we find directions out.” Hamlet, Act 2, Scene 1

Finding Your Roots:
How to find your roots and historic characters of interest. An 
interactive workshop on basic internet research tools. Angie Littlefield 
explains how she “found” and built up persons related to Tom 
Thomson and the Group of Seven. Come prepared to share your 
own internet sleuthing tips.

Pickering Township Historical Society Meeting
June 14, 2022



Ancestry.ca or Ancestry.com is free through the Pickering and 
Toronto Public Libraries for in-library use 

• Libraries include
international 
databases 

• Start with male 
names and try many 
different versions of 
them

• Birth, death, 
marriage is the best 
filter for me

• Suggested records 
on right often bring 
up new ideas.
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This is a Public Member Story from the Elliot Family Tree

• The Family column 
has live links to other 
individuals

• Sources take you to 
original documents

• Tools, top right, allows 
you to print

• Gallery will have 
photos, if there are any 
or images of 
documents
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• Live links to family 
members and to 
sources often lead to 
new information

• This is the Grice/Lander 
Public Member Tree, 
different than the 
previous one.



What tips do 
you have to 
optimize 
ancestry.ca?

Describe one of 
your best 
ancestry.ca finds 
and how it came 
about.

What other 
programs, like 
ancestry.ca,
are you able to 
recommend 
and why?



Newspaper and Magazine Archives: 
Toronto Public Library, newspapers.com
and, Pickering Local History Collection 
Digital Archive (formerly PADA).
• I’m using TO Library. You need to check out to 

which newspaper archives your library 
subscribes (likely through ProQuest).

• Top blue banner, click on ebooks and online 
content and then on Articles & Online 
Research which takes you to page shown. At 
the bottom are the Globe and the Star
archives. 

• You can get to ProQuest for free via this link:

https://www.proquest.com/index
https://www.newspapers.com



Newspapers.com is a pay for service, but I managed to obtain 
107 clippings in one free week trial

• Be ready with 
all the names 
you want to 
search. Use 
quotation marks 
around the 
names. 

• Practice the 
clipping and 
saving function. 
Print if 
necessary to
be safe.  

• You can do date 
limits



• Far right, a saved clippings from the Windsor Star,
October 3, 1916, p 6 (showed visits to Thornhill)

• Middle, the obituary for cousin of Joan Lavis MacDonald. Maud 
Matthews was wife of the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. 

• Who was R.P.G. Colgrove, editor of Bess Harris book on 
Lawren? I had problems tracking him down, but for 
newspapers.com 



Direct ProQuest Screen, 
without TO Library
(but provided by TO library)

• Use filter “oldest first”

• Newspapers have social notes 
and obituaries

• You are able to set a date 
range to cut down on number 
of items (especially if it is a 
common name you are 
searching.) 

• PRINT articles and double 
check to see that date and 
page number are visible. 

https://www.proquest.com/index



Pickering Local 
History 
Collection 
Digital Archive
through Pickering 
Public Library is 
great for local 
newspapers and 
Pathmaster

https://corporate.pickering.ca/PLHCWebLink/Welcome.aspx?cr=1



The image right 
shows Pathmaster 
but below this 
image are the 
newspaper 
references, book 
references and 
images, such as 
the one below



New York Times Machine
I had trouble finding Mrs. Benjamin P. Watson 
who bought two Tom Thomson works directly 
from him in The Shack in the Rosedale Valley. 

As she had moved to NYC with her husband,
I tracked her down with the NYC Times 
Machine — search function. 

Same source provided the obituary on 
Feb. 9, 1980. 

The Times Machine has a year function to 
search the entire paper for a specific date.

https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/browser 



MacLean’s Archive is 
not as useful to genealogy 
but it did help me find some 
people who I could not find 
otherwise. 

• I was trying to find 
Hephzibah Stansfield, a 
weaver, feminist 
and wife of OCA instructor 
H.H. Stansfield

Hephzibah was tied to the Guild Inn’s 
Rosa Clark and to Florence Johnston, 
wife of Group of Seven artist Franz 
Johnston. https://archive.macleans.ca/



Canadiana Online
is an oddly useful,
free resource. 

https://www.canadiana.ca/



• There are 19 Massey-Harris 
Bulletins availble on 
Canadiana. Note that there are 
lists of residents.

• I became interested through 
Annie Stewart Harris,  the 
mother of Lawren Harris. 



Discussion:
What genealogical tips might 
you acquire through 
newspapers? 
(Think social events and obituaries)

How might old magazines 
help your investigations?

Tell us about free access to 
newspaper archives that you 
have found?



The Toronto Public Library has a digital archive, like Pickering’s
Local History Collection Digital Archive

• Street and family names 
will turn up images. 
Quebec Avenue turned up 
useful information about 
the neighbourhood. Greig 
turned up the inside 
image.



The Internet Archive is incredibly useful:

• Muster rolls of the 
soldiers of the 
War of 1812
--150 pages for just 
North Carolina! 
https://archive.org/de
tails/musterrollsofsol
00nort

• Canadian forest 
industries 1899-
1901, aka Canada 
Lumberman 
https://archive.org/de
tails/canadianforest1
89901donm/page/n5/
mode/2up?q=Canadi
an+Lumberman

https://archive.org/details/musterrollsofsol00nort

https://archive.org/details/canadianforest189901donm/page/n5/mode/2up?q=Canadian+Lumberman



https://archive.org



Digital City Directories: search by name or street.

• Image from Toronto 
Public Library

• PDF and Internet 
Archive available. The 
Internet Archive is 
easier to use. 

• Dau’s and Might’s are 
Blue Books with 
society information. 

• A few issues also on 
Canadiana online



Discussion:

• How do you access directories 
for other cities, such as Oshawa, 
Windsor or Pickering? 
I did find Canada Directories. 
Has anyone used it?

• Provide examples of how 
addresses helped your search 
for ancestors. 

• How have you dealt with house 
re-numbering? 
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Find a Grave and Cemetery Sites
• Find a Grave has 

an index inside 
ancestry.ca 1600s 
to current. Website 
itself is free.

• The Ontario 
Genealogical 
Society (OGS)
has a cemetery 
database called 
OGS Cemeteries

• Family Search
website has 
comprehensive 
cemetery data 
(Mormon site)

https://www.findagrave.com
https://ogs.on.ca

https://www.familysearch.org/en 



Military Records: lots of sources

Fold3 is Toronto Public 
Library - card required

Military Heritage -
Library and Archives 
Canada

Ancestry.ca via public 
library

Internet Archive



Blogs about genealogy: Meg McLaughlin

• I met Meg through 
Tom Thomson 
research. She’s a 
descendant of Tom’s 
cousin, Lottie Tripp 
Gilchrist.

• Lots of great tips. 



Ontario Genealogical Society - many branches

• There is a Durham 
Region Branch that 
lists MANY resources

• Branches with EXT 
behind them may be 
reached through the 
central office at 
855-697-6687

• Good source for 
cemeteries

• Upcoming 
conference!

https://ogs.on.ca





Thanks to Mary Cook for taking the time to teach me to 
use Print Screen for a powerpoint presentation. 

angie.littlefield@yahoo.ca 

Discussion:

What pointers 
would you give to 

the group?

Which were your 
best leads during 
your research?

What are some 
other good 

sources you’ve 
used?



https://pickeringlibrary.ca/
https://www.proquest.com/index
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://corporate.pickering.ca/PLHCWebLink/Welcome.aspx?cr=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/browser
https://archive.macleans.ca/
https://www.canadiana.ca/
https://archive.org/details/musterrollsofsol00nort
https://archive.org/details/canadianforest189901donm/page/n5/mode/2up?q=Canadian+Lumberman
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://ogs.on.ca
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://scholar.google.ca/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=J+E+H+MacDonald&oq=
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=bks&q=%22joan+lavis+macdonald%22 (google books)
https://paulturner.ca/index.htm  (private family genealogy)

HELPFUL LINKS



If you missed any part of this presentation,

it will be available on my website

http://angielittlefield.com

and https://pineridgearts.org

Author/Curator/Educator Angie Littlefield co-produced Tom Thomson’s Fine Kettle of 

Friends: history, biography, art and food, with Mary Cook in 2017. It was shortlisted for the 
Whistler Independent Book Award in 2021. Walking with Oma: a memoir will be published 
in 2024. She is working on mini-biographies of the wives of the Group of Seven. Her 
recent articles are at https://www.silversagemag.com/author/angie-littlefield/ and she is a 
frequent columnist in PineRidge Arts Council’s ArtScene.
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